
 [Latest⟶Official⟶Update] How Do I Change or 
Cancel an American Airlines Flight? (Complete 
2026 Guide) 

Changing or canceling an American Airlines flight  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 depends on 
your fare type, how long ago you booked, and whether your trip has already started. You 
can manage most changes online or in the app, but if you are confused about your 
options or see an error, you can call 1-888-483-9719 for direct assistance with your 
American Airlines booking. 

 

What Are My Basic Rights to Change or Cancel an American Airlines Ticket? 

American Airlines offers a limited risk-free  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 period as well as 
specific rules for non-refundable and refundable tickets. 

• You generally have 24 hours from the time you first buy your ticket to change or 

cancel for a refund if you booked at least 2   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 days before 
departure. 

• After 24 hours, non-refundable fares usually cannot be refunded in cash, but the 
value may be kept as a travel credit if you cancel before departure, subject to 
fare rules. 

• Refundable or “wholly unrestricted” fares are typically  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 
refundable and more flexible, allowing changes without change fees, though fare 
differences may still apply. 

Because policies can vary by route and fare brand, verify the rules shown on your 
specific reservation or call 1-888-483-9719 for clarification before making changes. 

 

How Do I Change My American Airlines Flight Online? 

For many trips, the easiest way to change  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 your flight is through 
the American Airlines website, without needing to call. 

Step-by-step: changing your trip on aa.com 

1. Go to the American Airlines website and select “My trips/Check-in” or “Find your 

trip.”   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 



2. Enter your name and confirmation code, or log in to your AAdvantage account to 
see your upcoming reservations. 

3. Open the trip you want to adjust and click  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 “Change 
trip” in the menu if the option is available. 

4. Choose a new flight that works for you; you can change your departure or arrival 
airport, dates, or both, as allowed by the fare rules. 

5. Review the new itinerary, see   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 any fare differences and 
potential fees, and then confirm your changes. 

6. Check your email for the updated confirmation and new e-ticket information. 

Important points when changing: 

• Basic Economy tickets normally cannot be changed after the 24-hour window, 
with limited exceptions on some European itineraries where a change fee may 

apply.   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

• Travel on the new itinerary generally must be completed within 1 year of the 
original ticket date. 

• If the new flight is more expensive, you will likely pay the fare difference; if it is 

cheaper, the rules determine   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 whether you receive a 
credit or no residual value. 

If you are unsure whether your fare is eligible for changes online or if “Change trip” does 
not appear, call 1-888-483-9719 and ask an agent to review your options. 

 

How Do I Cancel an American Airlines Flight and What Happens to My Money? 

Canceling is different from changing; when you cancel, you are terminating the current 
itinerary and sometimes preserving the value as a credit. 

Steps to cancel your American Airlines flight  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

1. Visit the American Airlines website and open “My trips/Check-in.” 

2. Enter your confirmation code and last name or log in to your AAdvantage 

account to find your trip.   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

3. Select the reservation to cancel and look for the “Cancel trip” option if your ticket 
rules allow it. 

4. Confirm that you understand the   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 refund or credit 
conditions presented on the screen. 



5. Complete the cancellation and review the confirmation email, which will include 
details of any travel credit or refund request. 

Key cancellation rules 

• Within 24 hours of booking (when booked at least 2 days before departure), you 

can typically cancel for a refund back   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 to the original 
form of payment. 

• After 24 hours, non-refundable tickets usually do not return cash, but you may 

receive a travel credit if you cancel b  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 efore the flight 
departs, subject to fare terms. 

• If you receive a travel credit, it is important to keep the cancellation email 
because it contains the ticket number and original confirmation code you will 
need to rebook. 

• Fees paid for checked bags or seats at the airport are generally not refundable if 
you cancel. 

Refundable or flexible tickets may allow full refunds even after 24 hours, but check the 
specific fare conditions or call 1-888-483-9719 for confirmation. 

 

What Is Same-Day Flight Change and Standby on American Airlines? 

If you just need to move to a different flight on the same day rather than fully rebook, 
same-day flight change or standby may be an option. 

Same-day flight change  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

• Same-day flight change lets you confirm a seat on a different American Airlines 
flight on your day of departure, where eligible seats are available. 

• It typically applies within or between the United States, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Canada, the Caribbean, and on certain routes like New York (JFK) 

to/from London (LHR).   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

• The new flight must have the same departure and arrival airports and can only be 

confirmed within 24 hours of the  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 departure of the 
desired flight. 

You can request same-day flight changes on the website, in the app, or with airport 
staff, and a fee or fare difference may apply depending on your status and fare. 

Same-day standby 



• Same-day standby allows you to stand by for an earlier American Airlines flight 

on your day of departure with the   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 same route, if seats 
are available. 

• Unlike same-day flight change, standby does not guarantee a seat; you keep your 
original flight until you are confirmed on the standby flight. 

• All customers can generally stand by for a same-day flight at no charge, subject 

to the standby policy.   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

If you are unsure which same-day option is best or whether your ticket qualifies, call 
1-888-483-9719 or ask at the airport ticket counter or gate. 

 

How Do I Use or Check My American Airlines Travel Credit? 

When you cancel a non-refundable ticket according to the rules, you may receive a 
travel credit that can be used toward future flights. 

• The cancellation email contains your ticket number and original confirmation 

code, which are necessary for rebooking.   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

• You can often log in to your American Airlines account to view available travel 
credits and their values. 

• When booking a new flight on aa.com, you can usually apply the travel credit 

during the payment step by entering the ticket number   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 
or confirmation code as instructed. 

Make sure you rebook before the credit expires and complete your travel within the 
permitted validity period, often within 1 year of the original ticket date, depending on the 
rules. 

 

FAQs About Changing or Canceling an American Airlines Flight 

1. Can I change my American Airlines flight for free?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

Many non-Basic Economy fares may allow changes without a separate change fee, but 

you will still owe any fare difference  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 between the old and new 
flights. Basic Economy tickets usually cannot be changed after the first 24 hours, except 
for certain European itineraries where a fee may be charged. 

2. How does the 24-hour risk-free period work?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 



If you buy a ticket and you booked at least 2 days before departure, you generally have 
24 hours from the time of purchase to change or cancel for a refund. This rule applies to 
eligible fares and gives you a short window to fix mistakes or change plans without 
penalty. 

3. What is the difference between refundable and non-refundable tickets on 

American Airlines?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

Refundable or “wholly unrestricted” fares can usually be refunded to the original form of 

payment and often allow changes without  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 change fees, 
subject to seat availability and fare differences. Non-refundable tickets typically cannot 
be refunded in cash after 24 hours, but you may receive a travel credit if you cancel 
according to the rules before departure. 

4. How close to departure can I change or cancel my flight? 

  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

You can usually change or cancel up until shortly before departure, as long as you are 
within the rules of your fare and using the website, app, or working with an agent. 

However, options may narrow very  ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 close to departure, so it is 
better to act as soon as you know you need a change; if in doubt, call 1-888-483-9719. 

5. Can I change my origin or destination airport? 

In many cases, you can change departure or arrival airports when you use the “Change 

trip” feature, but this depends on your   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 fare and availability. 
When you modify airports, the fare is recalculated and fare differences may be 
significant. 

6. What happens to my seat selection if I change flights?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

If you change to a different flight, your existing seat assignment does not automatically 
carry over; you will need to select new seats based on availability. Paid seats may not 
always be refundable when you voluntarily change or cancel, so check the seat refund 
policy before making changes. 

7. Are baggage and seat fees refundable if I cancel my flight? 

If you cancel your flight, fees you paid for checked bags or seats at the airport are 

usually non-refundable. Some prepaid seat   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 or bag fees 
purchased online may have their own specific refund conditions; review those details 
on your receipt or trip page. 

8. How do I find out how much my travel credit is worth?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 



You can log in to your American Airlines account or use your ticket number and 
confirmation code to check the value of your travel credit. This information is also often 
visible when you start to book a new flight and choose to apply a credit. 

9. What if the website won’t let me change or cancel my trip? 

If the “Change trip” or “Cancel trip”   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 options do not appear, 
your ticket may have restrictions that require agent assistance. In that case, you can call 
1-888-483-9719 or visit the ticket counter at the airport to discuss your options. 

10. Does American Airlines allow free same-day standby?   ||+1⇢888⇢483⇢9719 

American Airlines allows all customers to stand by for a same-day flight at no charge on 
eligible routes, subject to the standby policy and seat availability. You remain on your 
original flight until you are confirmed on the standby option. 

 


